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“I tell you the truth, the man who does not enter the sheep pen by the gate, but climbs in by some 
other way, is a thief and a robber.  2 The man who enters by the gate is the shepherd of his sheep.  
3 The watchman opens the gate for him, and the sheep listen to his voice. He calls his own sheep 
by name and leads them out.  4 When he has brought out all his own, he goes on ahead of them, 
and his sheep follow him because they know his voice.  5 But they will never follow a stranger; in 
fact, they will run away from him because they do not recognize a stranger’s voice.”  6 Jesus used 
this figure of speech, but they did not understand what he was telling them. 7 Therefore Jesus said 
again, “I tell you the truth, I am the gate for the sheep.  8 All who ever came before me were 
thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not listen to them.  9 I am the gate; whoever enters through 
me will be saved. He will come in and go out, and find pasture.  10 The thief comes only to steal 
and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full.” 

 
In Greek mythology, there were dangerous creatures called Sirens. These creatures were 

part bird and part woman, and they had beautiful voices. The Sirens would use their voices to 
sing enchanting songs to sailors. They would lure the sailors close to their rocky island so that 
their ships would be destroyed and the sailors would be killed. If you listened too long to the 
voice of a Siren it could lead you to your death! 

There are many voices in our world today that can be equally as dangerous. So through 
this portion of John’s Gospel Jesus warns us about listening to those dangerous voices. Our 
loving Lord tells us instead to …  

Theme:  Listen to the Voice that saves. 
          I. The voice of false shepherds destroys. 
         II. The true Shepherd’s voice gives a full life. 

Right before speaking these words in our text Jesus had opened the eyes of a man born 
blind. When that man who had been given his sight saw Jesus he worshiped him as Savior. Yet 
there were some there who, even after seeing this incredible miracle, still refused to believe 
Jesus was the Savior. So Jesus warns those people to be careful of who they are listening to; to 
be careful who they are following! Jesus says, “I tell you the truth, the man who does not 
enter the sheep pen by the gate, but climbs in by some other way, is a thief and a 
robber” (v. 1).Thieves steal by stealth and deception. They come at people in a way that 
people don’t expect.  

Yet the thieves Jesus speaks of are no ordinary thieves. They are false shepherds who 
want more than your stuff. Jesus contrasts these thieving shepherds with himself. Jesus is the 
Good Shepherd, and he tells us the difference between himself and these thieves. He says, 
“The man who enters by the gate is the shepherd of his sheep. [T]he sheep listen to his 
voice. [H]is sheep follow him because they know his voice. But they will never follow a 
stranger; in fact, they will run away from him because they do not recognize a 
stranger’s voice” (vs. 2-5). These people are trying to deceive and steal using their voices, 
using their words. Yet they are doing more than just stealing. Jesus goes on to say that these 
thieves come “to steal and kill and destroy” (v. 10a). Jesus is talking about spiritual thieves. 
These false shepherds are using their voices to try and kill your soul. 

With these words Jesus is reminding us that we, his sheep, can tell the difference. Jesus 
says that his sheep won’t follow those “strange” voices because we recognize they are not the 
voice of our Good Shepherd. And sometimes it is easy for us to recognize those false voices. 
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Like when those voices say things like, “Money will solve all your problems.” We know very 
well that’s not true. 

Yet behind the voices of those false shepherds is the work of Satan. The devil knows that 
we are sheep who belong to the Good Shepherd. But Satan also knows the temptations we 
most easily give in to. So he uses those “other” voices to entice our sinful nature. The devil 
offers our sinful natures really wants: A life lived to the full apart from God. So just like in the 
Garden of Eden Satan takes God’s word and he twists it to make it look like God’s holding out 
on us. Through the voices of this world the devil speaks to us in soft soothing tones making it 
sound like his desire is to help us. We hear that smooth voice saying, “Did Jesus really say that 
he would give you life to the full? The only thing your life seems to be full of his suffering. Look 
at all the trouble you have: Your things keep breaking. You’re always running short of money. 
You have all those different aches and pains to deal with. Look at all you have lost: you’ve lost 
people you love, you’ve lost your youth, your strength, your health. It seems more like God is 
trying to empty your life, not make it full. Why should you have to suffer? What is wrong with 
doing things that makes you feel good? Besides why shouldn’t you be able to have the things 
that others have: The time, the money, the leisure, the travel? Why shouldn’t you be able to fill 
yourself up with all that you want? 

Those voices can sound very appealing, and sometimes we do listen to them. Sometimes 
we find ourselves trusting in the things of this world to make our lives fuller. We find 
ourselves turning to what the world has to offer to fill our time and our minds. We may even 
trust our own abilities to get us through this life, and to get ahead in life. We start putting our 
energy and our effort and our hope into things we think will fill us up: entertainment, sex, 
experiences, getting more “stuff.” Yet all of those things will ultimately fail at filling us. So 
when they fail, and they will, then our lives truly become empty, and we become hopeless. 
That’s because the voices of false shepherds destroy. They destroy our trust in Christ, and 
they destroy our relationship with God. Those voices get us to trust in things that cannot save, 
instead of listening to the Voice that does save. 

Jesus is that Voice, and that saving voice of the true Shepherd is only heard in the words of 
Scripture. Only in the Bible has God revealed to us his plan of salvation. It’s there that God 
promised to send a Shepherd who would lead us to that “full” life. We need that Shepherd 
because our sins have led us away from our loving Father. Yet, on the pages Scripture we hear 
of how God sent his Son to shepherd us back to himself. We hear how our Good Shepherd laid 
down his life for sheep who love to wander. The Shepherd sacrificed himself to pay for those 
times our itching ears chose to listen to those false shepherds. “Christ died for sins once for 
all, the righteous for the unrighteous” (1 Peter 3:18). But our Good Shepherd did not 
remain in the grave. We heard in our second lesson how God “brought back from the dead 
our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of the sheep” (Hebrews 13:20). Jesus rose from the 
dead to prove that he had paid for sin, conquered death, and opened the gates to eternal life. 
In the Bible we hear our Good Shepherd calling to us: “Come to me, all you who are weary 
and burdened, and I will give you rest” (Matthew 11:28). His voice assures us, and comforts 
us, as he says “He who believes in me will live, even though he dies; and whoever lives 
and believes in me will never die” (John 11:25,26) . Only the Good Shepherd has the words 
that give true life. Listen to him. Listen to the Voice that saves. 

Yet as you do, recognize that the voice of our loving Shepherd does more than just save. 
The true Shepherd’s voice gives true life! Jesus said, “I have come that they may have life, 
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and have it to the full” (v. 10b).  
But is that really possible? As believers in Christ can we really have a full life, especially in 

this world? It often doesn’t seem that way, does it? We look at our lives and they really don’t 
look all that different from the lives of the people around us. In fact, our lives can often look 
worse than those around us. Trusting in Jesus as our Savior brings difficulties into our lives: 
We face persecution from an unbelieving world. We can face stress and tension in our families 
and in our relationships because not all people follow the same shepherd that we do. And 
perhaps the greatest struggle in our lives happens when we struggle against our old, sinful 
nature. It’s that selfish and self-centered part of us that wants to go running off to do its own 
thing. Fighting our sinful self seems to cause us the most trouble. 

So is our life as believers any different from the life of an unbeliever in this world? Our life 
is different. It’s fuller because our life is connected to, and protected by, our Good Shepherd. 
So what does this full life look like? It looks like what we hear about in Psalm 23.  

The Lord is our Shepherd. He will not leave us lacking the things we need. Your Good 
Shepherd will fulfill your needs, just as the Bible says, “I have never seen the righteous 
forsaken or their children begging bread” (Psalm 37:25). And our Shepherd leads us to the 
green pastures and quiet waters of his living word. In that word he restores our souls moving 
our hearts to repentance with his law, and filling us with the gracious forgiveness found in his 
gospel. We can lie down at night and sleep in peace knowing that we are forgiven in Christ; we 
are at peace with the Almighty God. And even though we walk through this “valley of the 
shadow of death” (Psalm 23:4) we don’t have to be afraid of anything. We don’t have to fear 
the evil of this world because our Shepherd walks with us every step of the way. We don’t 
have to be afraid of pain or suffering because we know our Good Shepherd is going to use 
those things for our eternal good. We don’t even have to fear death because through faith in 
Christ we know that our death in this world is simply a transition into eternal life. Until that 
day comes we can be sure that “goodness and love will follow [us] all the days of [our 
lives]” (Psalm 23:6) because our risen and living Shepherd uses his glorious power to watch 
over us and care for us.  

And remember, our Good Shepherd doesn’t just open the gates to the sheep pen and say, 
“Okay, go live your life.” No, Jesus tells us, “The man who enters by the gate is the shepherd 
of his sheep. […] He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. When he has 
brought out all his own, he goes on ahead of them, and his sheep follow him because 
they know his voice” (vs. 2-4). Our Good Shepherd leads his sheep, so they can go out and 
live as his sheep. Jesus is not some shepherd watching and guiding from a distance. Our Good 
Shepherd goes ahead of us, calling us by name, guiding us with his voice; with his words. And 
he uses those words fill us with faith, hope, love, and life! In that new life of faith we can live 
our lives to thank him. We can live our lives to glorify him. “So whether you eat or drink or 
whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God” (1 Corinthians 10:31). From the smallest 
tasks that fill your day to the greatest achievement you will ever accomplish, you can do all 
those things glorify your great God and Savior. Whether you are raising a skyscraper, or 
raising a child, you can use those acts of service to thank and praise your glorious Good 
Shepherd. We are able to do all those thing listening to his saving voice. 

As you live your life in this world be careful of listening to the Siren song that Satan sings 
through false shepherds. Those voices are dangerous and only lead to death. Instead, listen to 
the Voice that saves. Listen to the voice of your Good Shepherd. He is the Shepherd who 
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provides for your needs and cares for your soul. He’s the Shepherd who lay down his life for 
us sheep, to save us from sin, death, and hell. He is our Great Shepherd who rose from the 
dead so he can continue to call us by name, leading us to that perfect pasture where we will 
live with him forever. Amen. 

 


